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Kingdom Living:
Relationships with
Eternal Purpose
• Discover providential purpose in

your friendships

• Recognize the divine connections in
your life

• Fishing with a “net”work of
relationships and not a pole

• Harmonizing your gifts with others

• Heavenly equations: one can chase
1,000, two:10,000

• Linking in love creates a chain that is
stronger and reaches farther

More exciting details on World
Conference 2005 on the next page...



Morning and Evening Sessions with Dave and
Bonnie Duell, Dennis and Denise Capra, Andrew

Wommack and Jim Richards!

Evening Sessions Open to the Public
Dave and Bonnie Duell and

Dennis and Denise Capra
invite you to DENVER,

COLORADO to attend the
2004 Faith Ministries

International Network
World Conference!

June 14-18, 2004
Monday night

through Friday night

Guest Speakers

Jim and Brenda Richards
Senior Pastors of  Impact of

Huntsville, Alabama, and founders
of  Impact Ministries Bible College,

mission organization, and world-
wide leadership training program.

Andrew and Jamie Wommack
Founders of  Andrew Wommack

Ministries, based in Colorado
Springs, Colorado, and Charis Bible

Colleges worldwide.

Workshops

Relationships in the Family:
“Loving Your Kids Without Losing Your Mind”
by Mike and Debi Nunes
·
Relationships in Marriage:
“Eternal View Helps in Marriage Challenges”
by Clifton and Geri Coulter
·
Relationships in any Work Environment:
“Learning How to Make the Most of
Relationships with Team Members”
by Randy and Terri Kleinsasser
·
Relationships in the Local Church:
“How to Build Harmonious Relationships
in the Church”
by Ian and Anna Stewart

Contemporary
Praise and
Worship:
Juli Merrell
and Team

Excellent
Children and
Youth
Ministries!

Make this week an investment in your destiny!
Registration cost for an adult is only $80 for the week!

For Children, Youth, Gold and Silver Partners, Group Rates and
designated host Hotels in the area:

• Call 303-777-1113
• Email info@fmin.org OR
• Go online www.fmin.org; click on Event Awareness

NEW LOCATION! Word of  Life Christian Center

8700 East Park Meadows Drive,
Lone Tree, Colorado, 80124

(one mile east of C-470 and Quebec)
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From Bonnie and Dave

What is Faith Ministries International Network?
We are a relational network of  independent churches and
ministries under the spiritual guidance of  Dave and Bonnie
Duell and Dennis and Denise Capra. Our message is the
freedom of  grace and peace through faith righteousness in
Jesus Christ. We are expanding the Kingdom of  God by
establishing local churches and translocal ministries, raising
up spiritual leaders and empowering all believers to walk in
the fullness of  their callings and giftings. We connect people
and inspire dreams and vision through conferences, camps,
mission trips, and resources such as newsletters and our
website.

We have grown to over ninety partners, representing
hundreds of  churches and ministries in twenty-six countries.

Newsletter Mission Statement
It is our intention to bring the Good News of the Gospel
of  Peace with heartfelt stories, images of  world changers,
teaching articles and reports to help transform our readers. 
We desire to utilize the Newsletter to not only
educate but also to encourage our partners and readers with
the positive message of  God’s grace and love.

Dave
and
Bonnie
Duell

Easter. Resurrection
Day. Aren’t you
thankful we can
celebrate Jesus’
resurrection every
day of  the year!

Abundant life,
eternal life is ours to
enjoy every moment
because Jesus paid
the ultimate price by
laying down His life
for us. No one took His life from Him. He gave it
freely so we would have the chance to receive what
He accomplished in His death and resurrection.

Thank you, Jesus, for resurrection life! Father,
thank you for the opportunity to have relationship
with You! It’s all because Jesus made peace with You
for us by the sacrifice of  His life!



partners

    hen I think of  the Wittmier’s,
two sayings come to mind
immediately:  “Still waters run
deep,” and “Dynamite comes in
small packages.”  Harvey and Deb
perfectly embody the blending of
these two unique personalities! 

Harvey’s even-keel, steady
demeanor sets him apart as a pillar
among any group of  elders.  But
don’t be fooled by these “still”
pastoral waters!  Deep below the
surface a Holy Spirit fire burns
bright and strong for all to see. 
Deborah’s explosive prophetic
presence charges any atmosphere

with the presence and
power of  God.  Yet,
underneath all of  that
Holy Ghost sparkiness,
resides the heart of  a
compassionate
counselor.  Taken
together, this tag team
ministry makes a true
dynamic duo!

Deborah’s world
renowned boldness kept
her from marrying the
wrong man!  Although
the Wittmiers were high
school sweethearts in
their small farming

community in North Dakota,
Deborah dated other fellows once
Harvey joined the Army and got
shipped out to Germany. 
Knowing in her heart of  hearts
that Harvey was the only man she
could ever marry, she made
arrangements to visit him in
Europe after one of these other
suitors presented her with a bona
fide proposal for marriage. 
Harvey and Deb married six
months later in Germany.  That
was thirty-two years ago!

Growing up Catholic, a lady from
the parish surprised Deborah in
1979 when she said, “God spoke

to me to invite you to our
neighborhood Bible study.” 
Surprise turned to awe as Deb
pondered the fact that God would
speak today to someone else with a
specific instruction for her.  All of
the people attending this meeting
spoke of  Jesus as being their best
friend.  Craziness indeed!  Deb
remarked, “But when they showed
me ‘you shall not see the kingdom
of  God, lest you be born again,’ I
gave my life to Christ.  I was filled
with the Spirit at a Holy Spirit
Conference in Salt Lake City.  I
remember the worship team
sounding like angels to me as they
sang in tongues.” 

Jesus used Sasha and Jessica, two
of  their daughters, to melt
Harvey’s heart a couple of  years
later.  They inquired, “Daddy, why
don’t you want to go to heaven
with us?”  This simple question
drove him to his knees as Harvey
called on the Lord in his bedroom
immediately afterwards.  Harvey
received the baptism in the Holy
Spirit two years later in an
Assembly of  God church meeting
in Fargo, ND.

The Lord supernaturally provided
for Deb to attend a women’s
retreat in Minnesota where she

Harvey
and

Deborah
Wittmier

By Jay
Randolph

w
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   knowyour    partners

experienced the Lord in a way like
never before.  While in a trance
(like Peter’s on the rooftop), He
called her into full-time ministry. 
Deb faithfully served ten years in
various pastoral and administrative
positions in a large international
Denver-based ministry.  Then God
called her to found Deborah
Ministries in 1996.

Harvey and Deb led home groups
and ministered as children’s pastors
for several years.  Harvey heard his
call to pastor after a small group
meeting in 1988.  He did not
immediately respond to that call
other than to continue serving in
children’s ministry, men’s ministry,
and other ways.  While attending a
FMIN men’s meeting in 2000, the
Lord spoke distinctly to Harvey
that he was called to do more than
just “support” Deborah in her
ministry.  He told Harvey to
“expand his vision.”  A year later
at another FMIN men’s meeting,
and through a series of
confirmations, the Holy Spirit let
him know that it was time to move
into a visible pastoral role.  Shortly
thereafter, Harvey declared their
local Bible study to be a church
and named it “Crossfire.” 

Crossfire currently meets in a
suburban neighborhood clubhouse
in Littleton, Colorado.  Going on
its third year, Harvey’s vision
includes establishing a series of
neighborhood churches, rather
than just one single church.  A
major emphasis of this local body

He told Harvey to
“expand his

vision.”  A year
later at another
FMIN men’s
meeting, and

through a series of
confirmations, the

Holy Spirit let him
know that it was

time to move into a
visible pastoral
role.  Shortly

thereafter, Harvey
declared their local
Bible study to be a
church and named
it “Crossfire.” 

is discipleship and leadership
development with a strong dose of
international perspective.  Harvey
aspires to travel and minister with
his pastoral gift.  He plans to climb
Mt. Kenya (Africa’s second highest
peak) this year in order to raise
money for orphanages in both
Kenya and Nepal.

Deborah enjoys ministering
internationally through teaching
and prophetic/apostolic outreach. 
She and her small teams work with
local pastors and ministry leaders
to develop, encourage, and mentor
them.  They have ministered in
churches, jails, and other venues in
Kenya (six times!), the UK,
Canada, India, and Nepal (several
times).  Both Kenya and Nepal
have become annual outreaches for
Deborah.  This year Deborah
Ministries is helping a pastor to
establish a brand new orphanage in
Nepal in addition to the ministry’s
regular support of  another
children’s home in Nyahururu,
Kenya.

Harvey and Deborah’s three
daughters have all grown and
married.  They live with their
spouses close to Dad and Mom in
the Denver area.  Although this
dynamic couple crossed over into
grand-parenting three years ago,
their Holy Ghost fire is really just
getting stoked!  

Contact Information:
Harvey and Deborah Wittmier
debmin333@aol.com



to

As a professional dentist and
disciple of  Jesus Christ, I have
merged these aspects of  my life to
experience off the scale
adventures!

These adventures began escalating
for my wife, Leslie, and I as a great
burden grew in us for the orphan
kids of  Romania. We would cry
every time we’d see them on TV.
In 1994, we responded to an
invitation from Dr. Paul Williams
on TV talking about the flying
hospital trip to Romania. As he

continues on next page...

Photo:
Bob

Walden
ministering

with his
new

Afghanistan
friends.

   heartheart   heartheart
said, “We need more dentists to
go!” Leslie and I felt like Dr.
Williams reached out of  the TV
set and grabbed us. The only thing

stopping us from going
was money. We had
three weeks, so we
called CBN and said
by faith we’d go. We
sent out a letter and a
thousand dollars more
than we needed came
in! We promptly
planted the extra
dollars in other
worthy causes and set
out for Romania for
a week of  hard work.
We were trained to

ask everyone we did dentistry for
if  they had asked Jesus into their
hearts to forgive their sins. If  they
hadn’t, we’d help them do it right
then.

When we came back, we felt God
calling us to go back. We loved the
people so much that we just had to
go. While we were there we met
another missionary with a
prophetic gifting. He told us God
was going to send us East of
Romania. We thought: “East?!
There’s nothing east of  Romania

except ‘–stans’ (Turkmenistan,
Kazakhstan, Afghanistan, etc.) and
they are all Muslim nations!”

It was the beginning of  God’s
preparation for my ‘Afghanistan
experience’! Completing one year
in Romania, we returned to the US.
In the years that followed we
attended prayer meetings with a
group of  medical missionaries,
developed an increasing passion
for the salvation of  the Muslim
nations, were encouraged from our
pastors Dave and Bonnie Duell to
just get in motion toward where
the Lord was leading our heart and
know that He would make a way.
Eventually I even traveled to
Kosovo for a month to offer
medical and spiritual relief to the
refugees in Albania in battlefield
conditions.

But in 2003, I felt called to go
teach dentistry and take dental
supplies and equipment into
Kabul, Afghanistan. The time
had come for the prophetic word
we received in Romania about
going east to be fulfilled. I raised
my finances and a dentist we
worked with in Romania, Dr. Ron
Lamb, offered to send $50,000

heart to heart



The miracle was that even
though we came under the
danger of an automatic

death sentence if  we
mentioned Jesus, I was able

to give them the
opportunity to ask Him

into their hearts.

h2hh2h

heart to heart continued...
worth of  dental equipment and
supplies with me. It was an
exciting moment as I boarded the
plane for Kabul, Afghanistan.

When I delivered the gift of
dental equipment to the dentists
in Kabul, their eyes bugged out.
They could not believe it! Then I
proceeded to teach them how to
use the new composite tooth
colored filling materials and told
them the Lord Jesus sent me
there because He loves them. The
miracle was that even though we
came under the danger of  an
automatic death sentence if  we
mentioned Jesus, I was able to
give them the opportunity to ask
Him into their hearts.  My
interpreter was a wonderful
young man who grew up as a
believer in Jesus under Taliban
persecution. (We call him Caleb
to protect his identity.) When I
gave the dentists a chance to ask
Jesus into their hearts, he
hesitated for just a second
because he knew we would be
marked men from then on. I was
leaving, but he had to stay and
face the persecution! But he did it
anyway and several of  the
dentists accepted Jesus Christ
into their hearts right there!

Gratefulness for being protected
while I was visiting there and for
God’s continued protection for
those who live there still rings in
my heart. In fact, two days after I
left Kabul, some men on a
motorcycle flipped a grenade into
the van we used. It hit my friend
in the shoulder and he fell on the
floor. One of  my other friends
grabbed it and threw it out before
it exploded.

I can only say that falling deeply
in love with Jesus is a wonderful

adventure. He speaks to our hearts
and gives us new and exiting
opportunities to serve so we can
share Him with others. Dave Duell
says that God wakes him up in a
cold sweat with visions and
dreams of the big things in store
for him. This is normal
Christianity. Let’s all get more into
the big adventure and, as Dave
says, “Go for it!”  

Bob and Leslie Walden are partners in
Faith Ministries Church International,
Denver, Colorado. The Afghan
adventure is available as a short book,
“Caleb of  Kabul.” To order, contact the
Walden’s by email:
drbobandleslie@comcast.net

US Men’s
S e p t e m b e r  1 0 - 1 2 ,  2 0 0 4

Located in the Beautiful
Mountains of Colorado

SpeakSpeakSpeakSpeakSpeakererererers Include:s Include:s Include:s Include:s Include:
   Dave  Duell
   Ted Nelson
   David York

Conference



  our attitude determines how high
you go in life. You can only go as
far as what you can see inside
yourself. So, how do you maintain
a positive attitude so that you can
fulfill all your dreams and visions?

James 1:3 states that you are to
consider it all joy when various
trials and tribulations come your
way. One version says that when
you consider it all joy, you will
“throw yourself  a party.” In other
words, no matter what is going on
around you—hard times, trials,
negative situations, problems—you
can be rejoicing and having a party
on the inside of  you.

Circumstances do not have to
determine your attitude, your
feelings or whether or not you
have a good day. One of  the main
things that will cause you to always
have a good attitude is what you
meditate on, what you think about.
Take note of  the thoughts you
think on during one day. What is
your self  talk? Do you think on
negative things about yourself? Is

your view of  life bleak and less
than positive?

The Bible says that “as a man
thinks in his heart, so is he.” That
must mean we have a choice on
what we think. And then we
become outwardly what we have
meditated on inwardly. Philippians
4:8 encourages us to choose to
think on things that are true, noble,
just, pure, lovely, of  good report,
virtuous and praiseworthy.

Determine your own thought life.
Don’t let others do it for you.
Cause your mind to dwell on those
things that bring peace to you and
glory to God! When negative
things happen—and they will—
cast your care on the Lord and
rejoice. Throw yourself  a party!

I recently experienced a traumatic
event when our household goods
were taken out of  our home by a
team of  people representing

By
Bonnie
Duell

yourself

Cause your
mind to dwell
on those things
that bring peace
to you and glory
to God! When
negative things
happen—and
they will—cast
your care on the

Lord and
rejoice. Throw

yourself  a
party!

throw
a party
throw

a party
yy

teaching

continues next page...



someone who had a judgment
against my husband in a civil
lawsuit. I was home alone when
these people showed up
unannounced. I was so thankful
that I had “practiced” rejoicing
during negative circumstances,
because this was one of  the worst!
Our daughter Juli came over with a
beautifully decorated cake. “Mom,
you and Dad always say that you
have to throw yourself  a party
when difficult situations come
your way. So, let’s celebrate!”

So my daughters and I laughed a
lot and we cried some, but we
chose to trust God in the midst of

How do you react when
things do not go your way?

What do you do when
everything seems to go
wrong?

In this insightful book by
Dave Duell, you will learn
biblical principles for
dealing with these types of
difficult situations.  As you
discover these living truths
from God’s Word,
you will be
refreshed and set
on a new course
of  victory over
life’s challenges!

Go ahead—throw
yourself  a party!

Throw Yourself  a Party
by Dave Duell: $12
(includes shipping and
handling). Order online
at www.fmin.org
or call: 303-777-1113.

a severe trial. It was much better
than a self-pity party! And the light
of  Jesus was able to shine through
us to the deputy sheriffs, the
lawyers, the furniture movers and
everyone else involved in the
event. The grace of  God, God’s
ability, kicked in big time.
Hallelujah!

To keep that positive attitude and
succeed in life, choose life-giving
thoughts. Choose to rejoice always!
Make a deliberate, intelligent
appraisal of the situation from
God’s perspective. He has the final
word! So what is there to worry
about? Throw yourself  a party!  

This scripture came alive to us as twenty-eight
FMIN Partners gathered in Coventry, England for a
time of  refreshing: “Oh! May the God of  green
hope fill you up with joy, fill you up with peace, so
that your believing lives, filled with the life-giving
energy of  the Holy Spirit, will brim over with hope!”
(Romans 15:13 The Message).

Dave and Bonnie Duell and Dennis and Denise
Capra, the FMIN Apostolic Leadership Team,
encouraged and strengthened the European Partners
from England, Scotland, France and Portugal.

Partners Tom and Wendy Hawkins, Grimsby,
England, wrote to the A-Team: “Many, many thanks
for coming over. We had a fabulous time together
with everyone. We definitely came back changed and
renewed. You are all such great examples. Together
we are all making a tremendous impact and we are
exceedingly happy to know you. Thank you for your
impartation to us.”  

European Partner Gathering, March 1-3European Partner Gathering, March 1-3



“We
Still

Kiss”
Cruise
Report

Connor, 6 years old, was praying
in his bed.  As his mother passed
by his room, she noticed that he
was praying in tongues.  During
a conversation the next day,
Connor informed his mother
that he had an idea as to who the
“poor in spirit” were in the
Beatitudes (Matthew 5:3).  He
had been learning about the
Beatitudes at Children’s Church,
and this was one Beatitude that
the teachers encouraged the kids
to memorize but didn’t teach

Poor
in

Spirit

Out of the Mouths of our Children...

Connor Thompson is the son of Brian
and Tamara, Greeley, Colorado, and the
grandson of  Dave and Bonnie Duell.

Several FMIN Network Partners
enjoyed the ‘We Still Kiss Cruise’
(sponsored by Jim and Brenda Richards)
January 26-31, 2004, in the Caribbean!
Dave and Bonnie Duell and Dennis and
Denise Capra were guest speakers.

“We Still Kiss” lessons learned:

• Love is always motivated by what brings
value and esteem to the other person.

• Our deepest need is to be loved.

• At every change in life, the needs and
expectations of  both partners change. It
is the mark of a loving person to notice
the subtle changes, communicate and
adapt.

• A marriage license is not proof  that you
will stay married. Reading the Bible is
not proof  you will do what it says. The
only proof  a person can trust is your
track record.  

about extensively.  They thought
it would be too “deep” for them.

Connor’s mother asked him to
share his thoughts.  He simply
explained, “The poor in spirit are
the people who haven’t asked
Jesus into their hearts yet. And
when they do, then they can have
heaven.”  The teacher was
amazed and has a better
understanding of the scriptures
that direct us to become like little
children.  

report



look what the lord has done!

Ted and Georgie Nelson, FMIN
Partners, Wausau, Wisconsin,
USA, sent in this exciting report
last fall: “The $6,100 seed that Big
Church Alive planted at the 2003
FMIN World Conference is
beginning to sprout. We have been
given forty acres of  land five miles
east of  Wausau that is all wooded
and has the Eau Claire River
flowing right through the middle
of  it. We are planning to turn it
into a campsite and retreat for the
church. We have also been
negotiating on a five-year-old,
25,000 sq. ft. building on 3.5
acres...”

Well, Look What the Lord Has
Done! In February we received this
report from the Nelsons: “We
closed on our building this past
Wednesday, February 18, 2004!!
Big Church Alive now owns a
25,000 sq. ft., five-year-old old
building with a $1.24 million
mortgage. Payments are a mere
$8,021/mo. The really good news
is that we have a $7,467/month
income from tenants who pay their
own property taxes, leaving only
$554/month for us to pay! That’s
less money than we have ever paid
in rent for buildings and hotel
conference rooms we didn’t even

own! We give God
ALL the glory, and
our deepest thanks!”

Ted and Georgie
pointed out, “It’s
not as much a
miracle as it is the
result of one of
God’s principles.
We were obedient
to God’s leading;
we planted seed for
a building ($12-13
thousand) this past summer. God
put the phrase: “If  it’s not enough
to meet your need, maybe it’s your
seed” in our hearts. We shared that
with our congregation at Big
Church Alive, and over the next
month or so, we planted all our
savings into other ministries. We
continued to water our seed by
building faith expectation in the
congregation and by continually
giving God honor and glory for
what we could not see in the
natural.” And it came to pass.

FMIN rejoices with our partners in
Wisconsin! God is in the business
of  presenting multiple
opportunities to cross our paths,
and when we have God’s
possibility thinking, imagination,
creativity and success written on

NOTE: ‘Look
What the Lord
Has Done!’ is a
new category in
our Newsletter.
If  you are a
FMIN Partner
and have a
current praise
report, please
send to
admin@fmin.org.

our hearts, those opportunities can
explode into reality. Some people
call it a miracle.  

Ted and Georgie Nelson are FMIN
Partners and pastors of  Big Church
Alive in Wausau, Wisconsin, USA.
Since the property closing in February,
they have received a new appraisal on the
building for $1.6 –$1.8 million dollar
property value. They are also beginning
construction and remodel in the building.
If  you would like to network with them
in possibly being a part in supplying any
of  their needs at this point, you can
contact them at
info@bigchurchalive.com

what thewhat thewhat thewhat thewhat thewhat thewhat thewhat thewhat thewhat thelook

hashas
lordlord

 done! done!
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Location:

Camp MeetingNavajo   NationNavajo   Nation

Ganado, Arizona

European Men’s Conference
September 3-5, 2004

Coventry, England

Portugal
Conference!

Join us for
the FMIN

Join us for
the FMIN

Aveiro, Portugal

David and Kathryn York
Dennis and Denise Capra

August 5-8, 2004August 5-8, 2004

June 1-5, 2004
Date:

Speakers:
Dave Duell
and Mel Tari

Hosts: Norton and Raquel da Silvaa

Speakers:



First ever South
American FMIN

Conference in
Brazil!

July 8-11, 2004
For information
contact FMIN:
info@fmin.org

More Info: www.fmin.org (click on Event Awareness) • Email info@fmin.org • Call (303) 777-1113

ALSO:
First FMIN
Youth Camp in
the Europe!
August 2-6, 2004
Wycliffe Centre near
High Wycombe,
Buckinghamshire,
England

Dave Duell, Speaker



November 9-12, 2004
Guest Speakers:

Jim Richards & Dave Duell
Informative Workshops
Evening Sessions Open to the Public
 

This is an easy yet very difficult tribute to
write.  It is easy because I have so many
great memories of  Don Sims and very
hard because I am so sorry about Don’s
untimely exit from this earth due to a
vehicle accident on March 3, 2004. We
had many unfinished plans for World
Evangelism together.

I can remember the first time I met Don
in Costa Rica. He was so easy to get to know with his
outgoing personality and his sense of  humor. His zeal
for the Lord Jesus and His work was always in high
gear.

A Tribute to Don Sims

by
Dave
Duell

Kansas City,Kansas City,Kansas City,Kansas City,Kansas City,
Missouri, USAMissouri, USAMissouri, USAMissouri, USAMissouri, USA

ConferenceConference

Kingdom
Living:
Connections

LeadershipLeadership

I was with Don in many places in this world—Costa
Rica, Ecuador, Guatemala, Mexico, Colombia,
Philippines, and Romania.  Bonnie and I were with
Don and Nora in January on the “We Still Kiss
Cruise,” and we had some great times talking about
our past adventures and especially about our future
dreams.

Our prayers are with Nora and her children and
grandchildren for God’s grace to sustain them in this
time of  loss. We thank God that Jesus has taken the
sting out of  death. We can see Don dancing on the
streets of  gold, meeting his friends who have gone on
before him. It is really true that we don’t have to say
goodbye. We can simply say, “See you later, Don!” 

Hosted by Faith Ministries World Outreach Center



As a young boy growing up on the
prairies of  North Dakota, I
learned at an early age to play
baseball.  In a simple cow pasture
located behind our house, we
played every day, all day, all
summer long!  The ragged
baseballs with torn covers and
broken bats with taped handles did
not slow us down one bit.  In our
minds, each game was “the big
game!”

Hitting became my favorite part of
the sport.  My heart thrilled each
time I connected well with the
ball.  Back then we used only
wooden bats.  It was before
aluminum bats became popular. 
Any player worth his cap could tell
you that hitting a baseball with a
wooden bat only felt good when
you made contact with the ball in
the “sweet spot.”  This “sweet
spot” could be found in the small
area on the barrel of  the bat four
to six inches in length.  Hitting
from this location caused the ball
to travel faster and increased your
chances of  actually getting on
base.

I learned to use the “sweet spot”
of  the bat to drive the ball harder,
thus increasing my success in the
game.  However, even though I
might have hit the ball from the
“sweet spot,” a fielder could still
catch it and prevent me from
getting on base.  The outcome of

each “at bat” was not a guaranteed
home run…and life in that little
prairie town was, of  course, more
than baseball.  There were rainy
days without baseball, and disputes
over who broke the neighbor’s
window.  But I knew that even
with such trials in life, a summer
of  baseball was my time, my
hour—it was what I felt born to
do!

Looking back, I now realize how
blessed I am to have played so
much of  the game I loved as a boy
on those long summer days.  At
that point in my life, baseball fit
like a glove.  Playing it brought
fulfillment to my young life.  At
ten years old, this was “abundant
life” to me.   I was truly living in
the “sweet spot!”

Jesus came to give us life more
abundantly (John 10:10).  Each life
in Christ has the potential to be an
abundant life.  By walking in the
Spirit, He empowers us to face
trials and come out stronger.  This
is life in the “sweet spot.”  Living
in the “sweet spot” does not
necessarily guarantee a home run
with each “at bat,” but you will
walk in peace knowing that you are
doing the right thing at the right
time.

I personally know of  Christians in
some developing countries who
are living in some very difficult

partnerperspective

partner perspective

conditions.  Despite the oppressive
political situation and the ever-
present physical needs, they are
doing what God has called them
to do.  They know they are living
in the sweet spot!  I have read of
certain persecuted Christians who
are repeatedly sent to jail to keep
them from pastoring, only to have
them start a vibrant church in the
prison.  They know they are living
in the sweet spot!  I know of
others who are working at regular
kinds of  jobs, ministering with
their gifts, and raising children
who are also living in the sweet
spot. 

“Each life
in Christ
has the
potential to
be an
abundant
life.  By
walking in
the Spirit,
He
empowers us
to face trials
and come
out
stronger.”

Living in the “Sweet Spot”
by Harvey Wittmier

 sweet spot sweet spotthethe

continues on page 18...
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Loloy and Dorothy Lapiz,
FMIN Partners, Philippines,
extend God’s love to the people in
the mountains. They bring the
Word of  God, as well as food,
clothing and medicine.  The
Lapizes write explaining this
photo: “This is the picture taken
during our outreach or extension
in the ministry to the mountain
every Sunday afternoon. The
jeepney is too full of  people, so
they just ride on top just to get
home. They are many people but
only few jeepneys…”

“Marriage seminars have been our
main activity for the last three
months,” write William and
Lenah Kilel, FMIN Partners,
Meru, Kenya.  “Reports from
where we have taken the seminars
show that families are now taking
positive steps. Praise the Lord! Let
God put back his original plan—
companionship. Without the good
family-grounded homes, churches
are just competition and strife.”
The grace message continues at

the Bible School. There are ten
students currently, and they expect
the number to grow. Last fall the
Kilels conducted a meeting with
the alumni students and heard
many reports on the mighty things
God is doing in their churches.

Don and Wendy Francisco,
FMIN Partners, Cedaredge,
Colorado, USA, experienced an
exciting fall tour in the United
Kingdom! They wrote back: “We
are having an awesome time out
here!  One of the neatest things
about this tour is that we started it
out by doing a concert in an
English prison.  The Christian
wardens decided to avoid the
concert so that the non-Christian
wardens would have to go.  We
had 105 prisoners come to see
us...and Don prayed with all of
them the sinner’s prayer.  We felt a
tremendous presence of the Holy
Spirit. As the tour progressed, we
kept getting phone calls from a
Christian on the prison staff about
the number of  inmates who
had given their lives to Jesus!  Our
first call was three... finally, as we
left England for South Africa, we
heard the number is 50 prisoners
and three wardens. Praise God!”

Jay and Luz Mary Soper, FMIN
Partners, report marriage bliss
from Bogotá, Columbia. Jay says,
“In fact, things have worked out
just as Luz Mary assured me
before the wedding when she
promised me, ‘Your life is going to
be better.’” This has also been a
great time of  forward progress in
their ministry goals.  Jay is now
comfortably functional in Spanish
and has begun to focus more
attention on studying LSC
(Colombian Sign Language) and is
beginning to be able to help the
deaf teammates without an
interpreter.

They also published their first
video scripture portion with 11
miracle stories from the Gospel of
Luke.  This is the first installment
of an abbreviated life of Christ,
and what will eventually be a
complete Gospel.  A short portion
from John, Chapter 3, Jesus’
encounter with Nicodemus, is
almost ready for publication.

Dennis and Denise Capra,
FMIN Partners and Apostolic
Leadership Team Members,
Kansas City, Missouri, USA,
conducted a Giant Toy Giveaway
during the past holidays. They
reported that 42 people
responded to the invitation to
receive Christ at the evening
giveaway and 80 during the day.
Waves of  people lined up to
wait for the short gospel
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presentation, and then they filed
into the rooms for toy pick up.
Home groups helped distribute the
different categories of  toys.  Dolls,
games, model airplanes, books,
bikes, beads, stuffed toys, radios,
and artistic tools were carted home
families, two per child! The Capras
write, “What a great way to be
relevant in our hometown
communities in meeting the needs
of people and introducing them to
Jesus!”

Gary and Elena Meador, FMIN
Partners, Colorado Springs,
Colorado, USA, [moving to
Bogotá Columbia in August],
recently visited Bogotá teaching 20
hours to students in Rhema
Colombia on “Leadership and
Integrity.” They reported, “Our
hearts are filled with the Love of
God for the Colombian people
who are very polite and extremely
nice. As we walked the streets and
worked with the people, the Lord
brought such a desire into our
hearts to sow our lives into
reaching these people with His
love.”

Gary and Elena and their son,
David.

Lloyd and Linda Hohn, FMIN
Partners, Bismarck, North
Dakota, USA, reached beyond
their home state to share the
Gospel of  Jesus in music,
attending the Mid-West Quartet
Association Convention in
Rochester, Minnesota. They were
given the opportunity to perform
not only in a showcase at the
convention, but also on the main
stage at the Mayo Civic Center.
Back in North Dakota they were
invited to sing for the North
Dakota State Fair and also
connected with Randy and Teri
Kleinsasser, FMIN Partners,
Buchanan, North Dakota, in a
“Barn Bash” where the good news
of  God’s grace and mercy was
shared in an unusual barn setting
with hay bales, boots and jeans,
and lively music.

Lloyd and Linda Hohn, Mid-West
Quartet Association Convention

Karen Urbank, FMIN Partner,
Plano, Texas, USA, recently
traveled to Lahore, Pakistan, with a

teaching team that taught 50
pastors and leaders three courses
morning, afternoon, and evening.
These pastors will, in turn, teach
attendees of  their respective Bible
schools, and 26 schools will be
established. Karen followed this
strategic trip with another to Cuba,
again ministering to pastors!

Adam, Ed, and Tim Shirley

FMIN Partners, Clifton and
Geri Coulter, Paoli, Indiana,
USA, reported their third annual
Bull Riding Clinic for southern
Indiana riders, hosted by their
grandsons. This year their special
guest instructors were Adam and
Tim Shirley (sons of Ed and
Mona Shirley, FMIN Partners,
Conifer, Colorado, USA). And
Ed Shirley ministered at the
Gospel Outreach Church. Clifton
and Geri also report: “…the
Coulter boys hold the first-place
titles for the Junior Rodeo for the
third year in a row. They are fifth-
generation horsemen. Not to brag,
mind you, but God is faithful to
honor the talent He places in all of
us. All we have to do is step out
and use it!”
NOTE: Tim Shirley ranked in the
top fifty in the world in
Professional Bareback Riders in
2003. This year, so far, he is
ranked in the top twenty in the
world!

continues on next page...



The recent Kenya trip was one of
many miracles, 39 salvations, and
multiplied baptisms in the Holy
Spirit. Faith Ministries World
Outreach Center, Kansas City,
Missouri, USA, sent a team of
six led by Dennis Capra on a
life-changing mission for everyone
involved.

What
in the

World is
Happening?
Continued At a leadership conference with

the Kenya Faith Ministries church
pastors and Bible college students,
the team taught on identity,
finances and marriage, with each
team member teaching two to
three times daily! Blind eyes and
deaf  ears were opened, tumors
came off of people! One whole
church received the baptism in the
Holy Spirit!

At one point on the rocky rough
road they travelled, Dennis had the
driver stop the van where a group
of  40 by-standers was waiting for a

bus. The interpreter helped him
preach the gospel through story-
telling. Twenty-one of  the people
at the bus stop received salvation!

They ministered in two all-girl
catholic high schools where
William and Lenah Kilel’s Bible
college students minister weekly.
There were many salvations, spirit-
filled experiences and miracles.
One school had many Muslims in
it, and they heard the gospel with
power for the first time.

The Kilels have done a
tremendous job in starting three
Bible colleges, two of  them being
facilitated in post offices.  A
complete Bible college curriculum
was delivered to Samuel
Kazungu, FMIN Partner, who
will begin a school in Mombasa.  

Yet, there are also many other Christians around the
world who know they are missing it.  They may be
experiencing a measure of  success in their career,
their family, and even in their finances.  However, if
you ask them in a quiet moment of  reflection, they
will readily admit that they are not really doing what
they were created to do.  They are not living in the
sweet spot.  Outside of  our sweet spot in Christ, we
will ultimately either strike out or foul out concerning
the accomplishment of  our true God-given purpose
on earth.

Are you really living in your sweet spot?  Are you
doing what He created you to do?  Look beyond other
people’s seeming approval or disapproval.  Look past
your immediate material circumstances and trials. 
Everyone lives through periods of  difficult situations

whether we are in our sweet spot or not.  Are you
truly living in the fullness of  life?  Are you doing
what He has designed and assigned you to do?

Can you honestly answer, “Yes”?  Then keep on
keeping on!  Does your heart say, “No!” or “I am not
sure!”  Then I encourage you to take this as your
opportunity to spend some quiet time drawing close
to your loving Father.  Ask Him to reveal to you any
changes that need to be made.  He will definitely let
you know.  He wants to reveal His “sweet spot” for
you!

As you live in the “sweet spot,” may the “big game”
of  your life be the grand slam He always meant you
to be!  

The
Sweet Spot
Continued



SPEAKERS:

Denise Capra, Bonnie Duell and
Terri Wright

WORKSHOP SPEAKERS:

Mona Shirley, Pam Anderson
and Denise Hatfield

U S  W o m e n ’ s2005 C o n f e r e n c e

At the
Chateau
on the
Lake in
Branson,
Missouri
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calendar
calendar of events

April 16-26, 2004
European Women’s Conference
and Tour
Coventry, England

June 14-18, 2004
World Conference
Denver, Colorado USA

July 8-10, 2004
Brazil Conference
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

July 19-23, 2004
Youth Camp
Buena Vista, Colorado USA

August 2-6
European Youth Camp
England

August 5-8, 2004
Portugal Conference
Aveiro, Portugal

September 3-5, 2004
European Men’s Conference
Coventry, England

September 10-12, 2004
US Men’s Conference
Winter Park, Colorado USA

November 9-12, 2004
Leadership Conference
Kansas City, Missouri USA

February 18-20, 2005
Women’s Conference
Branson, Missouri USA


